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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1-5, 8, 9, and 12-20 as follows: 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A compute cycle brokering apparatus comprising: 

a) a network; 

b) a plurality of rmnting_machines connected to said network wherein 
some printing m achines are idle and some printing machines are busy; and 

c) a process power broker connected to said networ k for locating 
available prooooo power on idle machinos and dircoting pending jobo from 
buoy mnohinca to ooid idlo maohinea for procoooing for locating available 
processing power on idl e printing machines and directing a pending print job 
from a busy printing machine to an i d le printing machine for processing only 
n f the print iob at the idle print i ng machine before printing; and 

a joh director for directin g the processed print iob back to the busy 
printing mach ine for printing. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherei n ih o procooo powor broVer 
inoludoo a job director for directing job output book to the buuy machine for oiit p ut jhejob 
director directs the proces sed print iob t o an available printing machine for printing , if the 
busy printing machine is sti ll busy. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein d i e p i ocooo power b r ok er 
inoludoo a job director for directing job output to the firot available machine for outputj hejgb 
director dire cts the process ed print iob t o a first available printing machine for printing , if the 
busy printing machine is still busy . 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the printin g m achines are 
MFPs. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the printin g m achines are 
printers. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the network comprises an intranet. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the network comprises the Internet 

8. (Currently Amended) A network of a plurality of MFPs wherein some MFPs are busy 
and some MFPs are idle, the network including a compute cycle brokering apparatus 
comprising a process power broker that identifies idle MFPs an d directs pending jobs from 
buoy MFPq to idle MFP r *™ r nnnHTI g nnfi wWtch farthcr ootnprisca a job director for 
directing job output book to the buoy MTP for output directs a pending print jofr from a busy 
MFP to an idle MFP for processing only of the p ri nt iob before printing and whfch further 
com prises a i»h director that direct* the print job back to the busy MFP for printing after the 
print iob has been proc essed bv the idle MFP. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 8 wherei n il u > j o b director dir oc tn thp 
job output to tho firot available idle MFP for output . the j ob director directs the print job to a 
first available idle MFP for printing if the bu sy MFP is still busy. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 8 wherein the network is the Internet. 



1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of Claim 8 wherein the MFPs are printers. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for compute cycle brokering, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

a) providing a network; 

b) connecting a plurality of MFPs to said network wherein some MFPs 
are idle and some MFPs are busy; aftd 

c) connecting a process power broker to said networ k for locating 
u vd ilabl o proocoG power on paid idles MFPs and directing ponding jobs from 
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bujy MTT- to 10111 i*-"" i**™" fnr pmcQnning for locating available processing 
pn Wfi r on idle MFPs and directing a pending prin t j ob from a busy MFP to an 
idlpt MFP for processing only of the pen d ing print job before printing; and 
d} providing a iob director for directing th e pending print job back to the 
husv MFP for printing after proce ssing bv the idle MFP. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12 further comprising the step of 
providing a job dirootor for directing job output back to th e buoy MFP for out p mj hejok 
director direct ^ the pending print iob to an available MFP for printing if the busy MFP is 
still busy . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12 further comprising the step of 
providing a job dirootor for du o cting job output to tho firat available MFP f o r n n rp i itJheiob 
director direct^ the nending p rint job to a first available MFP for printing if the busy MFP 
is still busy . 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12 wherein <*ep4 ^on pectin g said 
plurality of M*P* to said network c omprises the step of connecting a plurality of printers to 
the network. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12, wherein step-a ^providin R said 
network c omprises providing an intranet network. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12, wherein stejM ^providittg said 
network c omprises providing an Internet network. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) In a network of MFPs, a computer program product for 
compute cycle brokering, the computer program product comprising: 

a) instructions for identifying MFPs on the network that are idle and 
MFPs on the network that are busy; a»d 
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b) instructions for a process power broker-fui louuiint u wilnMn prnre^ 
y o vu u n idle MFPn mid dir e cting p nii diufe j"bo from bu u ) MTPo to i fl l n l» 4 FPi 
f nr p .p. ^n.-^ p luring availa ble processing p ower on idle MFPs and 

, p^h,, nrint i oh from a busy MFP to nn idle MFP for processing . 
or.lv of the r endin g print job before minting: and 

ci incrmrtions for a j>* Himr.tnr for directing The pendinp print job bac jc 
m thP. busy MFP for printing a fter process in g by the idle MFP . 

19 (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 1 8 further comprising 
h u m uo iu u i. for n j n b dii LuUi. f. .In nrti nfc u j u b uuluu t b nrl r t n t h u bu ,, M F P f n r n nt p n t 

for the i~K Hi^mr far direct the pendin- print job to an available MFP for 
printing if tb* bnsv MFP w still busy. 

20 (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 18 further comprising 
L uu uo t i u uo for n j n b u ii uaui fa r dirnn t i n& u j u b uu. t iu. ,„ t h r f u. il a. u ilabl c 1 1TP f n r n nt p nt 
; ^Hnn, for the fr* Hi^nr far directs the pending print job to , first available MFP for 
printing if the bnsv MF P is still busy. 
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